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1. Preosident Diem, whose regime has Buen progié ,
v drakben,, wilh Senlh Uuluasis raqa . (ef, ec, | —2f cuts ”ff‘vé Jﬁ:«ww
/\8ince he drove Binh ngen ¢ ters out of Saigon last ;priag, has

finally apnounced date (4 March) for long-promised assembly
alectiona.
A. 123 assembly members will have, as first job, approval of
government-drafted constitution, -
B. Delay in setting date for election (first mcheduled for Dec '35)
has been caused by government's careful preparations, aimed
at keeping everything under contral.

1. These government conirol efforts have alienated & number

- ot former pro-government alaaauta,brought chayfes of !
' ‘@lotatorship against Diem,
2. Bowever, Diem justifies tight coantrols on grounds his
goversment still at war with Viet Minh,

C. Actual settiang of election date is reflection government's
| confidence,
I. Becurity situation, although vistly improved since last spring,
is still far from satisfactory,

-~ A. Although Binh Xuyen srmed force hss been destroyed and its
tangh~ta1king chietf is refugee in France, caubnt-ettactiveaans
of remaining Hos Hao rebels {in southwest) has bten buckad up
by Yiet Minh aid and guidance,
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In clash with Hos Hao on 13 Jan, Vietnamese army suffered he
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B.

heaviest casunlties in any single sction sinoce end of war
{61 killed and missing, including battalion commander),
¢. Army now has more than 20,000 troops degloyed agrinst some
8,800 Hoa Hao. .
B. By allisnce with Hos Hso rebels, Viet Minbk mansges to fight
Dienm and at same time aveid open violation of Geneva terms, 25X1
13, Viet Minh link with Hoa Hao is only one of many angles in Viet

Xinh anti~Diem effort,
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Viet Minh effort spparenily not tied to aay timetable:

A, Hanoi violently dencundes Diem's slection plans as American~
inspired plot to ssbotage umification effort, Calls for
bayeott. | |
1. Viet ¥Minh similarly denouuced last October's refereadum
on Bso Dai, but turmout was good and Diem got 98% of vote.

B. Abssnce of VE interference last Oct is indication of Viet Mimh's

wawillingness skow hand before time ripe.
€. But ;rm:t improvement of Diem's security services is also
an important factor.
Even after Mar elections, Diem will still face problem of how to
hsndle his inheritance from Gemeva--all-Vietnam elections for

- wunificetion, called for in July '56,
& He Mﬂ; refuses to accept commitments m« by France at

84 Geneva confersace.
B. French bave neither htcaﬂma por capability of ioetm these
commitments: Expediticaary Corps dows to shout 30,000 men,
1. Diem has asked for complete citmwﬂ of Corps, sntici-
pating that his relations with Freach goverameat will be
more d4ifficult if Republican Froat is imstalled.
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2, Buch a government in Paris might complicate matters by
puttink new onph.ia:.n on il&nteazg mission, diplomatic
pressure for sirict adhereace to Geneva terms,

But, although future of International Control Commission is

_eloudy, even Indisns--who chair it--appear to recognize that

all-VYietnam electionz are now virtuslly out of question.
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